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Freeze F

Well it was the 1st of
January and as tradition
dictates all R/C Clubs
must fly this day or suffer
the wrath of the R/C gods
that make it rain on every
event. That being said,
the day was a really mild
day in January. We had a
really good turnout of
over 16 pilots and a

bunch of spectators. Thef

temperature was around
40 degrees and the
ground was slightly
snow covered. Just
enough so
take my plane off
without a carrier
launch from Dave
Rollino. The club
supplied coffee and
donuts (du
course) which went
pretty fast. Tommy
was the self
appointed donut
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2 O 1 O By Tony Rossi

guard and

| one get past him.

| think we all had at
least three maybe
four flights before we
called it a day. Some
of us went to the din-
ner after for some-
thing to eat and some

~=| Thanks to the brave
- souls that went
New Y

have been satisfied
§| for another year.

Y Thanks
Tony Rossi

President of
‘| Somerset Signal
Senders
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Airplanes for Flying in
Windy Weather
by lvan Cankov

All too often, on an otherwise
nice but windy day, folks just
dondt fly. Obvi
beginner, t hat g
sense & but for someone who
has some experience, the

wind can be a challenge that
adds some spice to flying.

Whil e itbds eas)
experience level has a lot to
do with how much wind is

too much, it may not be quite
as apparent that the type of
model youodre f
have a great effect on your
ability to Wandle'winds. &

S common

Letds go throud
plane design features to see
which ones give us the best
flying characteristics to

handle wirels antl the rte-
sulting turbulence:

Size: In general, the larger
irplange, the better it
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:Dihedral:. The more dihedral in a model 6s wings, the more they

q (continued
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: the wings level, therefore lineup to the runway is difficult in a crosswind situation.

§Wing Loading : The higher the wing loading, the less an airplane will be affected when hit with a gust.

¢ Aspect Ratio: _Lower aspect ratio (stubby) wings will be less bothered by gusts; there is less leverage for side forces to upset
the airplane, and lower aspect ratio wings have a greater tolerance to changes in angle of attack caused by gusts.

Power: Having the power to overcome the force of wind is necessary. The same thing goes when you get into a sticky situa-

: tion.

 Lateral Control:_Ailerons are beneficial in a crosswind landing and takeoff phases. The ability to dip a wing into a crosswind
¢ without changing heading is essential, as is the ability to rudder the airplane parallel to the runway heading while keeping

: wings level with ailerons while landing.

anding Gear: Models with tricycle landing gear are easier to land and take off in a crosswind than tail draggers; in addition,

: the wider the spread on the main gear, the better.

: Maneuverability: _This one is a bit harder to quantify. You want a model with stability, yet you do need good maneuverability

: Wing Mounting: _Generally, a low-wing airplane will handle crosswinds better. This is because the center of gravity of the air-

+ to cope with gusts. Therefore, you want a model that is stable, yet responsive.

: plane is nearer, in a vertical sense, to the aerodynamic center of the wing.

: Therefore, a side gust does not roll the model as easily. Moreover, by mounting the main landing gear on that low-wing model,

they can be spread wider.
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Product Review i Par k
Review by Devin Troy

ParkZoneds ne
Vapor is available in RTF
(readyto-fly) and BNF (bindn-
fly) versions. This is an abso-
lutely amazing indoor RC air-
plane, and one of the best | ha
flown. Almost silent in opera-
tion and truly gentle in handling
the Vapor is ready to deliver t
perfect indoor flight, along wit
a lot of satisfaction for RC pilo

us o6

every

The main exception is the requirement for tricycle landing gear. But even with trainers, there are differences. Compare a Sen-
iorita with the Kadet Mk2. While the Seniorita may be a bit slower and a bit easier to fly, the Kadet, with its ailerons, higher
wing loading, lower aspect ratio, and lower dihedral, is a far better airplane when flying in windy conditions. Going a step fur-
ther with the same kit manufacturer, the Cougar (.40)/Cobra (.60) kits embody all the right characteristics for windy flying.

only known

Zoneods

at any skill level.

RTF or BNF, the ParkZone
Vapor brings you tons of awe-
some features, all of which
come together to form an exce
lent airplane. To start, the Vap
can be flown almost anywhere
be it your living room, garage,
basement or even a gym. Kee
ing the flying area in or close t{
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VAPOR

your home removes the anno
ance of having to drive any dig
tance to a model flying field.

(continued on
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Product Review i Park Flyer Corner (continued from page 2)
Review by Devin Troy

Beyond the | ocation convenience, the Vapor

interference, so more than one airplane can fly at once. A Micro 3.7V 70mAh LiPo battery is include

well as a singlesell LiPo charger that charges the flight battery safely in less than 20 minutes. The 3 ; ".' "
channel RC system provides rudder and elevator maneuverability and throttle management, and ac

due to its fully proportional, lightweight servo motors with feedback potentiometers.

The Vapordés | ightweight carbon fusel age, tai

over the wing and tail surfaces combine to m
owned, weighing in at just or®alf ounce. The Vapor has a gorgeous appearance, and to top it off, it
straight out of the box that way; absolutely no gluing, painting or assembly of any kind are required.

Getting the ParkZone Vapor into the air is a rather simple task. The first step is to prepare the trans
installing four of the included AA batteries. With the batteries in, turn the switch on and check the LH
lights, the batteries have been correctly installed.

Charge your ParkZone 3.7V 70mAh LiPo flight battery by installing the other four included AA batte

ParkZone Vapor Indoor/

the charger. Slide the battery into the charge slot, and it will be fully charged in less than 20 minutes

Qutdoor R/C Flyer

charge gets you roughly 15 minutes of flight, and always remember to never leave a charging batte
tended.

An extremely cool and helpful feature of the Vapor is its availability as either a-tedigy
(RTF)orabinenf I y (BNF). The RTF version comes

Have anything t®ELL?
Looking for something t@UY ?

the airplane. The Vapor RTF can bind to a different transmitter if you add a more advanced RERCINEICENY: bl =

system to your inventory later on. If you already own a {miochpatible radio and would like to cCleP SR,

posted

the purchase price by roughly $30, buy th

The BNF version binds to your own appropriate radio in less than 30 seconds, and the proc;
super easy. With the transmitter off, co

switch, and turn the transmitter on within 5 seconds. The binding process should finish in ro
seconds. Check the rudder, elevator and throttle to verify proper response. If everything ans

newsletter!

n

Newsletter@somersetsignalsenders.org

correctly, you haveuccessfully bound your transmitter and your model is ready.

The ideal flying area is an indoor location with at least 15 feet by 15 feet of floor area and a
minimum ceiling height of 8 feet. | am lucky enough that Wayne Lehman, my former middle school s

teacher, is also a friend of my dad and an avid indoor flier. Wayne gives us access to the school gy
can fly.

| just want to thank all our members
for making 2009 a great year for the
club. We had several successful
events this year, opening day, War-
birds, Electric Fly, Fun Fly, closing day
and our Turkey Fly.

The club has grown 20% for the third
year in arow. We now have over 60
members. | attribute this to our club

members for making it a fun and re-

laxing atmosphere to be in. We do a
lot of events and we have a lot of fun
doing them.

This year | want to make the club a
Gold Leader Club for the AMA. this

Pr esi

dent ©0s

distinction is only shared by a handful of
other clubs. It signifies that we as a
club can put forth an example for other
clubs to follow. For any prospective
members it means that we take our
hobby seriously and will provide all the
tools necessary for them to become
successful R/C flyers. | strongly be-
lieve that our club is outstanding among
other clubs in our district and even in
the country. Some of the special help
things we do are unique to our club and
are recognized by the AMA as being
above and beyond the expectations of a
R/C Club.

As an example, in the latest issue of the

Corner

AMA magazine, we received all of the
district Il pages devoted to our Oki
Sunokee presentation. Another item

is the North Brunswick Kids that is
championed by Lyn Alford and Jim
Vigani. The AMA is reviewing the
short clip on the NJ Education Sta-
tions and may be willing to get involved
so we can expand the program.

All in all we have accomplished a lot
this year.

Have a happy New Year and see ya at
the freeze fly.

Tony Rossi

President of Somerset Signal Senders

next

Send an email with a short description and
contact information to:




Somerset Signal Senders

2010 Events Calendar

Contacts Happy New Years Fly NEVET

Anthony Rossi, President

President@somersetsignalsenders.org il ety <EGIUEDT 15 7

Dave Rollino, Vice President Club trip March or April on Saturday (TBD
vicepresident@somersetsignalsenders.org

Opening Day June 6 Sunday
Dave Szabo, Treasurer

Treasurer@somersetsignalsenders.org Warbirds Over North Branch June 26 Saturday

Leonard Cacciatore, Web Master

Webmaster@somersetsignalsenders.org Okee Sunokee kids July 19 Monday

Secretary@somersetsignalsenders.org

Seventh Annual-Ely Aug 14 Saturday
Becky Rossi, Newsletter Editor
Newsletter@somersetsignalsenders.org Closing Day Sept 19 Sunday

Turkey Fly Nov 20 Saturda$

www.somersetsignalsenders.org

NEW MEETING
LOCATION!

The American Legion Post 306
707 Legion Place
Middlesex, NJ 08846
(732)356-9699

LAST TUESDAY OF EVERY MON
8 PM
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